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k's been a very busy month around 
hore. First of all, Marv Wolimanhas had 
to give up editing V because of other 
commitments, most importantly, CRISIS 
OWN INFINITE EARTHS. He's tried to hold 
on to the book for as tong as possible, but 
alas, it was time to let go. Now, that was 
good news of a sort for me, because | 
was named Editor with this very issue. 
I'm going to try my best to maintain the 
fina direction Marv and Cary estab- 
lished and produce the best V stories 
possible. 

To that end, | had to make difficult 
choices immediately and they were 
designed to keep the title on schedule. 
Cary Bates is wrapping up a two-year 
story line in THE FLASH and finished up 
a three-part Luthor story in SUPERMAN 
and was in need of a rest. So, tohelp out 
/ asked Mindy Newell and Bob Rozakisto 
come up with one-part stories that 
focused on some of our cast members. 
The catch-up story we promised for this 
issue will appear in issue 9, when the 
entire creative team is reunited. Also, by 
then, we will have the final word on V's 


Dear Marv, 

You people keep getting better with 
each issue, With V #3 it looks like you 
have finally got this title on line. Not 
saying that there is no room for improve- 
ment, because there always is. The one 
mistake | found this issue was pages 
two and three. The two-page spread got 
me a bit confused. ht seemed that the top 
and bottom panels were reversed. 

The one thing | like most about the 
comic is you are not tied down by a 
budget. You are able to go anywhere you 
want. Like the new type of shuttle, the 
reconstruction of Mr, Tudball’s arm, the 
sky sled, andthe small shuttle shown on 
the last page. There is one conclusion ! 
have come to from watching the show 
and reading the comic: the visitors’ 
blasters must have one heck of a kick- 
back. Nobody seems to be abie to hit 
their target usually, 

Thanks for so enjoyable an issue. 
Keep up the great work. 

PFC Robert W. Rogers 
2214 Adams 
Evansville, IN 47714 


of V—The Comic Book, Did | say “comic 
book’? What's comic about being in- 


fate from N&C. We will then be totally 
up-to-date with the series and not have 
to worry until the hopefully second 
season. As | write this, it’s mid-February 
and there’s no word on the series" fete. 


Meantime, our contact with the tele- 
vision series and its production crew 
has increased in the last few weoks, 
thanks to some pleasant close en- 
counters. The annual Toy Fair was just 
going to open in New York when LCA, 
the licensing company handling V (and 
our sister company), threw a party atthe 
famed Rainbow Grill, overlooking 
Rockefeller Center. The party was 
crowded and featured V-balloons, 
rubber mice, goody bags stuffed with T- 
shirts, comics, novels, and photos. 

More importantly. the party featured 
the three J's from V: Jane Badler 
(Diana), June Chadwick (Lydia), and 
Jenniter Cooke (Elizabeth). Marv and / 
got @ chance to chat with ail three of 
them throughout the evening and we 
even got to have our pictures taken with 


vaded? Better to say “commentary 
book.” Your opening three-part serial 
"The Town with No Shame” was 
nothing less than superb. Its very appro- 
priate theme ("an alliance with evil—is 
exactly that’) made for a thoughtful (and 

hopefully, thought-provoking) story. The 
question of why totalitarianism exists 


centuries, but only those who can’t 
figure out that the answer lies in the 
qualifying adverb. 

All too often, comic adaptations of TV 
series tend to fail because the writers 
lose sight of what made the series 
successful in the first place, Your megs- 
zine not only has captured the essence 
of V, but actually enhanced it. And with 
all the oppression going on in the world. 
your staff writers (unfortunately) have a 
virtually limitless supply of source 
material from which to derive many 
relevant and action-filled tales. 

The artwork is, for the most part, 
excellent. Especially the caricature of 
Willie, You've got his wide-eyed look of 
perpetual astonishment down perfectly. 

V is a superlative periodical and as 
proof that | mean that sincerely, my sub- 
scription application is on its way. 

Flash Kellam 
17 Las Brisas Drive 
Austin, TX 78746-6328 
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New York, NY 10103 


Jonette Kann, President anc Publisher 
Dick Giordano, Vice Pres.-Executive Editor 
Robert Greenbderger, Editor 

Tom Condon, Managing Editor 

Pat Bastionne, Editorial Coordinator 

Bob Rozakis, Production Manager 

Paul Levitz, Executive Vice President 

Joe Orlando, Vice Pres.-Creative Director 
Eg Shukin, Vice Pres.-Circulation 

Bruce Bristow. Marketing Director 
Patrick Caldon, Controller 


them as Jennifer held a copy of issue #4. 
When Jennifer saw the comic, she 
grabbed it and demanded, “When are 
you going to put me into this? My mother 
wants to know.” We assured her she 
was 8 part of that very issue and she 
gave us a smile. Later, when June 
Chadwick addressed the crowd, she 
suggested some enterprising licensee 
manufacture white chocolate mice so 
she could have something interesting to 
eat on the series. And Jane Badler, 
billed as the “High Priestess of Evil,” 
turned out to be anything but that as she 
smiled and proved to be quite witty. 

A week later, Marv was in LA fora 
convention and got a chance to revisit 
the set as they filmed the final scenes 
for the penultimate episode for the 
season. He met with Marc Singer, Faye 
Grant, and Jane. Just as he found in 
New York, everyone connected with the 
TV series loves the comic book. It’s grati- 
fying to know we're doing right by both 
the fans and the principals. 

And now, let's look at the mailto issue 
#3: 


Gentlemen, 

| have just finished reading issue 
number 3 of V. You requested readers’ 
comments, so here are mine. 

So far, | think the mag is good, except 
it has in it the thing that made me quit 
collecting comics in disgust a few years 
ago: technology that far oversteps what 
we have today. Although this time i's 


floating platforms and hovercers in the 

‘TV series. Also, in #3, a man has his 
severed arm completely rehealed by a 
Visitor merely pressing a button on a 
gadget. Highly unbelievable. 

Now the good news. The story so far 
has been pretty good and not as overly 
corny 8s So many comics nowadays are. 
Just don’t have the freedom fighters 
save the Earth every few issues. That 
plot line is all too common already. The 
action between the characters is evenly 
distributed and it never is boring. You 
should have more of Ham, though. Try to 
make him meaner, too. You did a nice 
job with the Sparkling Springs story and 
| liked how you spiced it up with the bit 
on the mothership with Diana and 
Devon. More of that, please. 

Oh, yeah, one more complaint. Do you 
really think @ bunch of poorly armed 
farmers could fight off trained soldiers 
with lasers? 


Keep up the good work. You'll hear 
from me again. 

John McDonnell 

1124 Bonnie View Drive 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

All the technology used by the 

Visitors is approved by Blatt-Singer 

Productions and is now an official part of 

their armory. If they can cure cancer, 

they can also regenerate an arm or use 
flying platforms. 


Dear Editor, 

V in comic format has endless poten- 
tial. | hope you develop story lines dif- 
ferent than the TV series. Please don't 
make the comic typically male- 
dominated. Women read comics too, 
and |, for one, am tired of identifying 
with male heroes. Center the conflicts 
and the developments around Diana, 
Julie Parrish, and Nathan Bates— 
Visitors against the Resistance, with 
Bates in the middle, playing both sides 
to his advantage. Explore the char- 
acters’ strengths and weaknesses, 

Bates is a man of power and ruthless 
determination. Hf he loves Julie, he 
won't give up trying to win her. Julie 
should.use his interest in her to help the 
Resistance with her access to Science 
Frontiers. Without compromising her- 
self and keeping Bates at arm's length, 
perhaps she could influence him to heip 
the Resistance on occasion, A Bates- 
Parrish-Donovan triangle has interest- 
ing possibilities. 

Give the Visitors occasional victories 
and improve their marksmanship. They 
are lousy shots on TV. Develop a 
stronger relationship between the Fifth 
Column and the Resistance, Show that 
aliens and humans can work side by 
side without the need for one or the 
other to dominate of conquer. The 
ultimate goal should be peace and 
friendship between the humans snd 
aliens for mutual benefit. 

Ham Tyler is a stereotyped killing 
machine. Don’t glorify him. He should 
remain a minor character. Killing is ugly 
and demands moral choice and 
accountability. Death and destruction 
should never be first choices. Kill or be 
killed is a no-win situation. Both sides 
lose. That’s why Julie is my favorite 
character. Her compassion and humani- 
ty balance Tyler's harshness. 

I've read the first three issues of V. 1 
feel the comic can be supérior to the TV 
series in many ways, and | look forward 
to reading future issues. 

Sandra Lehman 
6127 W. Cheery Lynn Dr, 
Phoenix, AZ 85033 
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Dear Mr. Greanberger, 

Angelique’s (my 4'4-year old) favorite 
V character is Willie, Donovan is se- 
cond. 
Her favorite “Willio-ism,” “slain 
mallard” (dead duck) appeared in issue 
3. With the TV show, the comic book, 
and the V series of paperbacks (it takes 
weeks to read one to a 4'/,-year-old), her 


list of “'Willie-ism” is growing, She has 
him “flying eggs” (frying), “hoveling 
snow” (shoveling), “petting the hog” 
(dog), “honey to buy the paper” (money), 
“having a puffin for breakfast” (muffin), 
“having a gale of a time” (whale), and 
the list goes on and on. 

Thanks to Willie, her vocabulary is 
growing as she learns how similar- 
sounding words have different mean- 
ings as “incinerated/incarcerated™ also 
in issue 3. An educational comic book; 
will wonders never cease. 

Her only disappointment is that she 
missed issue 1 (she was lucky to find 2 
and 3, as they were the last copies). She 
is to receive a subscription for her birth- 
day, however, so she will not miss any 
more of them. 

She and | both prefer stories that 
contain characters from V—the TV 
show, V—the Comic Book follows that 
concept more closely than do some of 
the paperbacks. 

Angelique and Paula Stephens 
2208 Seminole 
North Little Rock, AR 72116 


Dear Marv and Bob, 

Your V comic seems to be getting 
better and better with each successive 
issue. I'm glad to see that the scenes 
aren't shifting as quickly as they did 
back in the first issue. tseems that Cary 
is finally getting himself settled in on 
this series. 

Bob, in issue 3’s V-Mail column, you 
asked for opinions on how the comic 
compares to the weekly series. Well, 
there is really no comparison. Both the 
television series and the comic work 
well on their own terms and it wouldn't 
be right to say that one is better than the 
other. The weekly series does have an 
advantage, though, in that it has more 
control than the comic does over the 
fates of the major characters (Donovan, 
Julie, etc.). STAR TREK has done well in 
spite of that, though, so V should, too. 

I've got a few suggestions that | hope 
you will take into consideration. First, 
introduce more members of the 
Resistance. There are surely many more 


other than the core group that is given 
the most exposure. Also, perhaps you 
could do some stories about Resistance 
fighters in cities where there is no truce 
with the Visitors. Finally, | seem to 
remember Julie and Elias setting up @ 
transmission at the end of the first mini- 
series which was intended to bring to 
Earth a mysterious race, a race which 
was an enemy of the Visitors. Perhaps 
you could bring this race into the comic. 
Tom Campbell 
1225 Bay Ridge Rd. 
Madison, WI 53716 
We all know how long it takes for our 
radio waves to carry through space, so 
that other race may not have heard our 
plea for help yet. And with everyone on 
the run, no one may be listening when— 
or it—we get a response. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


Next issue, we shift our focus to Ham, 
Chris, and Robin as they enter Illinois. 
Before they reach Chicago, however, 
they get drafted to fight off a Visitor 
invasion of the Resistance’s main print- 
ing facility. Action as you like it from Bob 
Rozakis, Carmine, and Tony. 

After that, as promised, the start of a 
new story line that takes us to New York 
and we meet at least one character from 
the novel V: East Coast Crisis. 

Elsewhere inthe DC Universes, CRISIS 
#5 features a universe after the 
Monitor's death, Five worlds hang in the 
balance and the heroes and villains 
must unite to fight off the real threat! An 
anniversary celebration unlike any 
other by Marv, George Pérez, and Jerry 
Ordway. 

And WHO'S WHO #6 is now on sale 
with loads of characters with the letter 
D, including a dozen Doctors and lots of 
space cheracters including Dark 
Destroyer, Dart, Dawnstar, and Dark- 
seid. Written and edited by Len Wein 
with art by the greatest names in the 
business. 

Until next month, keep smiling and 
a8 always, pre-ta-nama, 

—Bob Greenberger 
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Part III (Finally!) 


A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A 
CARTOONIST/COMMUTER/ 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 


9:22 Alter a brisk walk covering the 
roughly half-mile distance between 
Grand Central Station and DC's offices 
at 666 Filth Avenue (a nice enough 
building, but the “dimples” on the cast 
metal panes that decorate its exterior 
make it appear to have a terminal 
case of acne), a short elevator ride 
takes me to the eighth floor. I enter our 
reception area, say good morning to 
Ruthie (our receptionist) and Clark 
("Clark” is a life-size dummy of Clark 
Kent which permanently occupies a 
chair in our waiting room, endlessly 
treading the same page of the same 
newspaper), and head up the long 
hallway toward my office. 

“Morning, Tom. Your place or 
mine?” We meet for afew minutes each 
morning to update each other on the 
previous day's events and see if we can 
head off whatever calamities are 
brewing this day. As Managing Editor, 
Tom Condon is responsible for 
schedules, creator contracts, and 
much of the business of our 
department. 

“Yours. I'll be up in a few minutes.” 

“No rush, I'm going to get a cup 4 
coffee first anyway.” 

I continue down the way to my digs. 
“Morning, Julie.” 

"You're late!” 

“I'm never late, Julie, the train was 
late! Actually, that’s Julie's pet line, 
but I like it well enough to swipe it. 
9:27 Coffee cups filled and at hand, 
Tom and I start the day. Minor 
problems have developed in the 
ongoing contractual talks with Don 
McGregor (Questworld) and Dan 
Jurgens (Booster Gold). I like both 
concepts and offer some solutions in 
the hope that we can resolve the 
problems and move on. Editor Alan 
Gold wants to change the date of his 
Justice League of America Annual. Tho 
projected story line ties in with the 
Novembwe: cover-dated issue of Crisis 
on Infinite Earths and should be 
released on the October cover-date for 
maximum benefit. 

“Aces with me, Tom. Check with 
distribution people and Paul (Levitz).” 
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O TALES OF THE LEGION 326: Part] 
of the battle against the Legion of 
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The Loser’s Special (also tied in to 
Crisis ) has to be released on either the 
September or the October schedule. 
September is better creatively, but 
some of our marketing folk think 
October makes more sense for them. 
It's Marketing Director Bruce Bristow’s 
call, but he's at a sales meeting in Las 
Vegas and not due back for over a 
week. We'll try to get him on the phone 
later. (When we talk to Bruce later that 
day, he goes with creative and opts for 
September. Yeah! One for the good 
guys!) 

10:00 Planning schedule meeting in 
V.P. Paul Levitz's office. A group of 

high-level people go over our current 
schedules to see if we're making them 


(we are—barely, in some cases) and 


project releases, cancellations, new 


launches, potential problems and 
opportunities in the months ahead. 
Our planning schedule extends to 
March 1986. Of course, some of it is 
just wishful thinking at this early date. 


11:00 Back in my office I delay my 
three daily 20-minute meetings with 


individual editors in order to interview 
4@ young man! met recently in Atlanta 
who was interested in learning more 
about comics editorial work. An hour 
in or near my office will confirm for him 
that it isn’t all fun and games. 

11:20 Interview over, I call Alan Gold 
in 20 minutes late for his Tuesday, 


11:00 meeting. All of DC's editors and 


associate editors have weekly 
scheduled meetings with me so wecan 
discuss problems and/or solutions in 
their individual areas of 
responsibility. Spurof-the-moment 
meetings (some in the hallway, some 
behind closed doors) attend to the 
emergencies that often crop up and 
can't wait until the next scheduled 
meeting. Back to Alan Gold: lack of 
space, of course, prohibits my 
detailing the entire 20 minutes. We 
focus on script problems ina projected 
mini-series revival of Jason's Quest, a 
title last published by DC in the 60s, 
and talk about some future plans for 


Blue Devil, DC’s 1984 sleeper hit. 
11:40 Sal Amendola’s turn. After 


some run-of-the-mill discussions of his 
Talent Showcase, I remind Sal that he 
promised a short piece for this column 
outlining our plans for the final phase 
of our current talent search. He 
promises delivery soon. (You'll see itin 
the next week or two.) 


12:00 Nick Cuti tells me we're having 


Super-Villains! 

OD ACTION COMICS 570: Twotitantic 
tales, including a spotlight on Jimmy 
Olsen! 

O DETECTIVE COMICS 553: Batman 
vs. Black Mask, plus a Green Arrow 
shocker! 

O WORLD'S FINEST COMICS 318: 
Why would anyone want to kill two 
boys who aren't even old enough to 


vote? 
© ALL-STAR SQUADRON 48: King 


problems getting covers out of Neal 
Adams for the extremely popular 
Deadman deluxe reprints. (So what 
else is new?) We do everything we can 
to give him more time. The covers he 
does are often worth the effort it taken 
to get them. 

12:30 Lunch! I seldom eatin the office. 
I believe it helps to reduce the stress to 
get away at least for a short time each 
day. 

1:45 Back from lunch. Took some 
extra time today ... I have a lighter- 
than-usual afternoon. From now until 
my three o'clock appointment I will 
close my office door and go through 
the huge stacks of paper (scripts, art, 
memoes, letters, etc.) that pile up on 
every flat surface in my office. It's clear 
I need more file space ... and more 
trash baskets. I make some headway 
with my “in” tray, managing to move 
most (but never all) of the letters, 
memoes, and copies of this week's 
cover production to their next 
destination. I also puta stack of unread 
script presentations in my portfolio ... 
something to do on my hour-and-a- 
half commutes. 

3:00 I meet with Matt Wagner, who is 
writing and drawing a Demon four- 
issue mini-series for us. Matt is 

the writer/artist of Mage, published by 
Comico, and is a good storyteller. He 
came to us with a very interesting idea 
that will redefine the Demon character 
and we bought it. Now he’s showing 
me the pencils for the first issue (I love 
‘em) and discussing cover ideas. 

4:30 Time for my “Let's go out fora 
beer’ meeting with Frank Miller. 
Getting out of my office is the only way 
Ican guarantee an uninterrupted hour 
of talk on an important project, and 
this project is important. Frank has 
contracted to write and draw a three- 
issue (48 pages each) set of Batman 
books in a brand-new format (which I 
won't talk too much about here)! To 
give you an idea: book one opens 
sometime in the future with Bruce 
Wayne and Police Commissioner 
James Gordon meeting in a bar to 
drink a toast to the Batman ... who was 
last seen ten years ago! Don't miss it. 
You've never seen a Batman like this 
one! 

5:40 Time to dash off to get the 6:07 
home. 

7:45 I walk in the door from my 
garage into the kitchen. My wife Marie 
kisses me bello, hands me the phone. 
“It's Roy Thomas, dear...” 
Thank you and good afternoon. 


Arthur kidnaps the Shining Knight, 
plus the Blackhawks! 

O ARION 34: The deadly evil of 
Arion's mother leaves devastating 
effects around the world! 

O V 7:Julie goes home for a rest but 
finds herself stalked by an assassin! 
O JONAH HEX 92: In this final issue, 
Jonah goes out in “A Blaze of Glory!" 
© AMBUSH BUG 3: A Bug-eyed view 
of the DC Universe, including Egg Fu 
and Mopee! 
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